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PREFACE. 



The following pages were written at the desire 
of a gentleman connected with the press ; but^ 
their publication having been made contingent 
upon the approval of a third person, the intention 
was given up from his thinking their style but 
little calculated to promote the reputation of 
an author. Upon their being preached as ser- 
mons, however, they were approved by many 
who heard them, and the author was requested 
to print them. To this desire he consented, 
provided that, after being preached a second 
time, they should still be thought worthy of 
publication; and, this having been the case, 
he felt that all personal considerations should 
give way to the prospect of being useful to 
others. The Author has received a fresh in- 
ducement to prosecute the work, from the 
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knowledge that it has pleased God already 
to bless its pages to more than one soul; 
thus strengthening the main object which he 
had in view, that of supplying to his poorer 
and less educated brethren a few thoughts 
that may comfort and encourage them under 
a lot not light or easy. 



PREFACE 



TO 



THE SECOND EDITION. 



Little is to be said in sending forth a Second 
Edition of this Book^ beyond the circumstance 
that it has been somewhat enlarged by ad- 
ditional matter. On reading over what he 
had written upon this Psalm, the Author has 
felt that, however unworthy his performance 
of its exquisite composition, it is better to 
suggest thoughts than to say nothing. Any- 
thing, in short, which could direct the mind 
of the Christian to consider a portion of God's 
word, so perfect, and withal so encouraging 
as the Twenty-Third Psalm, would not be 
a lost labour, if it only led him to follow 
the Psalmist's example. 

Birch, Essex, June 1, 1849. 
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CHAPTER I. 



THE SHEPHEBD. 



Psalm xziii. 1. 

THB LORD IB MT SHBPHEBD; I SHALL NOT WAKT. 

Few persons who have dwelt much upon the 
truths of the Bible have failed to notice the 
power and beauty displayed in the twenty- 
third Psalm. It is^ certainly, one of the most 
perfect of those songs which have been poured 
forth from the spiritual minds of the inspired 
servants of God. For it is, in itself, a scheme 
of the believer's experience and comfort. It is 
ascribed by some to David, and is so entitled ; 
but others have considered that it was comr 
posed after the captivity of Judah. Be this as 
it may, and it is not of much importance, it 

B 
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must have been written under impressions of 
the highest and holiest character^ for it delivers 
to US; in thoughts which no one but a divine 
spirit could suggest^ the blessedness of that man 
who has accepted the offer of eternal life, and 
has taken God for his portion. Its fulness and 
comprehensiveness of spiritual doctrine, as 
showing forth the operations of grace and the 
privileges of the believer, come not short even 
of the more advanced experience of the Gospel 
school, and they have been left as a legacy to 
those who are permitted to behold them, not 
through the medium of Moses, but in the face 
of Jesus Christ. For, if such a portion of Scrip- 
ture as that on which we are about to treat is 
ever to be understood in its fulness, it is now 
when the Spirit of Truth is willing to lead all 
tliat will learn of Him " into all truth J* Surely, 
therefore, it is one calculated to call out the gra- 
titude of the renewed heart, and to strengthen 
its assurance of grace and hope, as well as to 
remind the worldly and unthinking that there 
is a peace which the world knows not, which it 
can neither give nor take away, and that this 
peace is not only in itself a complete thing, but 
that it is to the believer a present possession. 
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The good Lord grant that every one who reads 
these pages may be happily directed to lay hold 
of His peace^ and to enter within that fold 
where His secret ones are kept^ and where he 
that enters in '' shall be saved, and shall go in 
and outy and find pa^iure^ 

The Psalm opens with a brief but profound 
proposition, ^^The Lord is my shepherd ;" the 
conclusion is as admirable as the opening is 
deep, " / shall not wantJ^ The relations of the 
Infinite God with his creatures are at all times 
wonderful, but in no instance are they so sur- 
prising as with man, above all, with man as a 
sinner. The approximation of the Creator to 
His fallen creature, therefore, is overwhelming. 
Who can behold the majesty of Jehovah com- 
muning, reasoning, arguing, pleading with sin- 
ners, without astonishment ? If it were not for 
the danger of such speculations, how much might 
be drawn from the fact of the love of God as 
exhibited towards the rebellious. For do we 
not see that sin is but made the occasion of call- 
ing out the tenderness of Him who hates it? 
Or did ever the obedience of man provoke such 
expressions of affection as his guilt has done ? 
It is by the light of such reflections that we 

b2 
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must contemplate the grandeur of the relation 
which the Psalmist appropriates to his own 
necessities. Upon what presumption does he 
single out himself as a special object of care to 
the immense and unsearchable God ? By what 
happy consideration does he assure his heart 
that among the countless numbers of creation 
he is to be distinguished from his fellow units, 
and to be marked with the importance of a per- 
sonal interest? It is by the presumption and 
the consideration of Faith, which, while it grasps 
with a tight hold the condescension and pro- 
mises of God, attributes to His vastness the 
power of a special and minute omniscience. By 
these thoughts it is that he is enabled to say, 
" The Lord is my shepherd; " and, therefore, 
to believe what follows, " / shall not want J'* 
Upon reading these words, however, how is 
one struck at the contrast which they present 
to the generality of human sentiments, as well 
as to the grounds of human self-congratulation 
and security. When a man has the world 
before him, his unchanged nature leads him 
into sad mistakes, the very reverse of this de- 
lightful truth. The advice which many prudent 
parents even inculcate upon their children 
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savours much of the spirit of self-dependence. 
If I can but realize such and such advantages, 
or secure such and such a station, ^' / shall not 
wantr If I can but make such a speculation 
answer, or if affairs do but take this or that 
turn, I shall be above the world, " / shall not 
wantr Thus reasons the heart, alive and 
flushed with the excitement of enlarging itself, 
and of taking its ease in this world. And what 
does many a prudent parent or friend advise ? 
Be diligent and attentive to business, rise up 
early, and late take rest, and you shall not want. 
In other words, Look to your own right hand, 
and the might of your own arm, and you shall 
pot fail. How refreshing to turn to the simpli- 
city of the Psalmist's grounds of support, " The 
Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.'* 
Need we ask whether of the two is right ? Let 
us attentively examine, therefore, the grounds of 
the Psalmist's comfort. It is very clear that 
they are not generally known, and still less 
adopted. 

The first object of attention which meets us 
is the character of the Provider. Who is the 
Shepherd of these respective advisers? The 
difference is at the bottom infinitely wide. In 
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the one case, we have man trusting to himself. 
In the other, we have the believer reposing 
upon the protection of his God. Jehovah and 
Man, these are the two Providers set in opposi- 
tion to each other; and, monstrous as it may 
look, the latter has much more credit than the 
former. If we glance around us, we cannot 
but perceive this preference in practical opera- 
tion, and find it at the bottom of much of the 
infidelity of this day. Why this hurry, this 
anxiety, this turmoil, if the Lord were indeed 
our Shepherd ? Why must men buy and sell 
upon the very Sabbath-day, if the Lord were 
their Provider? Is He not indeed sufficient 
who holds the waters in the hollow of His hand, 
who feedeth the ravens and the cattle, who 
openeth His hand, and filleth all things living 
with plenteousness ? Does He ever break His 
word or refuse the cry of the poor destitute, or 
shake off the soul that clings to His mercy-seat 
in prayer ? Is it not He who chides the doubt- 
ing and fearfiil spirit, reminding man that his 
Heavenly Father knoweth all of which he stands 
in need ? But why should we press the con- 
trast ? The difference is manifest in the indi- 
viduals themselves, that the one in his self- 
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gotten wealth is poor; the other in his very 
poverty is rich. We need not make mistakes 
upon this head. It is not that man can reach 
forth his hand to anything which God does 
not grant him. He sendeth His rain and causeth 
His sun to shine upon the just and the unjust 
alike. He even, for the most part, gives up the 
riches and honours of the world to the children 
of the world. But there is, after all^ a, vast dif- 
ference between wealth given and wealth gotten. 
There is a vast di£Perence between self-depend- 
ence that is permitted to accumulate its posses- 
sions to itself, and that spirit which seeks first 
the kingdom of God and His righteousnesS| 
and desires to have nothing but what comes as 
it were directly from a father's hand. The first 
may want here, and must want hereafter. The 
second can say for both worlds, " The Lard 
18 my shepherd; I shall not want" 

But, in ascertaining the character and person 
of the believer's shepherd, it is the Christian 
only, we must remember, that enjoys the high 
privilege of entering into the fulness of the 
precious lesson of a beUever's experience. The 
Psalmist may in all likelihood have known by 
faith that God was to be revealed in some 
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wonderful way to His expectant church. But 
he could not have known the extent of the 
truths of which the Holy Ghost was pleased to 
make him the organ. God was, is, and is to 
be, the same. " Jesus Christ is the same yester- 
day y to-day y and for ever." The Shepherd of 
Israel is the same being throughout all ages. 
He is everywhere described as the same in 
Scripture. He was Adam's friend, Abraham's 
Jehovah, Moses' God, and Israel's rock* It 
was he that *' taught Ephraim also to go, taking 
them by their amis" (Hosea xi. 3.) It was 
said of him by Isaiah, " He shall feed Hisjlock 
like a shepherd : He shall gather the lambs 
with His army and carry them in His bosom, 
and shall gently lead those that are with 
young^ (Isaiah xl. 11.) It was foretold of 
him by Zechariah, ^' Awake, O sword, against 
my shepherd, and against the man that is my 
fellow y saith the Lord of Hosts: smite the 
shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered.^* 
It is still said of Him as a thing not yet come 
to pass, as a pledge to fallen Israel, ^' / ttnll set 
up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed 
them," (Ezekiel xxxiv. 23.) And who is this ? 
** Then saith Jesus unto them again. Verily, 
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verily J I say unto you^ I am the door of the 
sheep— by me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved, and shall go in and out, and Ji/nd 
pasture!'^ ^^I am the good shepherd, the good 
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. I am 
the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and 
am known of mine.'* (John x.) What a depth 
of the mystery of divine love is here uncovered ! 
The veil is rent which hid the secret from the 
world's eye, in the ages that are past ; and the 
real work of God and His divine relation to His 
creation stands disclosed to faith. " When Thou 
hadst overcome the sharpness of death, Thou 
didst open the kingdom of Heaven to all 
believers." Does the sinner know that Christ 
is the ground of every comfort that he has in 
this world? Is he conscious that blood has 
been paid down as the price of every mouthful 
he eats, every garment he wears, and for every 
breath that he draws ? It is even so. When 
man sinned by setting up the idol of self and 
Satan against his God, what was it that withheld 
the instantaneous vengeance of His arm ? When 
the iniquities of mankind multiplied, till the very 
earth cried out unto her Maker for deliverance, 
what was it that restrained ? And now that the 
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tide of sin is setting in upon the world with 
delirious impetuosity, and threatening to over- 
spread it again, what is it that stays the judg- 
ment ? The answer is short. It is the blood 
of Christ. All things are Christ's. He has 
purchased them, and they are His by a covenant 
of everlasting force. An oath has been sworn 
by the Monarch of Truth, and when heaven 
and earth shall have passed away it will abide. 
What will the sinner think in that day when 
the blood of Christ shall no longer avail him ? 
He was fed, clothed, and comforted in miserable 
unconsciousness, or in still more miserable dis- 
belief, through the blood of Christ. "The 
Lord was his shepherd," and he knew him not. 
He knew nqt that for him this shepherd had laid 
down his life; and that he was suffered to 
enjoy life, and to try the length of divine for- 
bearance, because the veil of divine wrath had 
been emptied upon his benefactor. Great will 
be his dismay, fearful his anguish of heart, when 
first he comes to realize all that he has lost, by 
contrasting it with what he might have gained, 
had he only believed any one of the truths 
which lay thickly strewn about his steps in life. 
Eternity will not see the end of that man's 
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bitterness. But, on the other hand, it is this 
which forms the believer's joy in the use of 
earthly comforts, and which impresses upon 
him not merely the duty of moderation, but of 
fear also, lest he should set his heart upon them. 
Christ, not His creatures, is the behever's object 
of enjoyment. When we are enjoying the good 
things of life, it is the Giver that should fill our 
hearts with pleasure. Generous minds will un- 
derstand this- If my friend gives me anything 
as a mark of his affection, it is the gift as it 
shows the giver, not as it displays its own value, 
that gratifies my soul. . And it is the little as 
well as the great thing that we prize. We 
measure not our tried friend by his gifts, but 
the gift by our friend. And thus it is with our 
best of friends. Every little thing is magnified 
in value because it is the gift of Jesus Christ. 
The believer desires to seek Him in every- 
thing, and dare not let go his heart unless he 
believes that his gift or his pleasure is sanctified 
by His hand. Is not this the language of his 
mind? 

" When with dear friends sweet talk I hold, 
And all the flowers of life unfold ; — 
Let not my heart within me bum. 
Except in all I Thee discern/' — Eebls. 
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Conceive only how much this feeling enhances 
our commonest pleasures and possessions. Our 
daily bread is sweetened, our night's sleep is 
softer, our innocent recreations are rendered 
means of elevating our souls as long as we can 
invest them with the sacredness of such a tie. 
Christ is thus brought to our houses and fire- 
sides, our walks aud conversations. Oh that 
we could ever live thus in His presence ! And 
why should we not? That it is possible we 
know, because many have attained to this grace 
of a continual realization of it« The secret lies 
in the degree of our desires after it, and of our 
watchfulness to preserve it. For let us but 
make Him the perpetual reference of our 
thoughts, and we shall soon insensibly adapt 
ourselves to the influences of such a sanctifying 
association. 

But we must mark the significance of the 
Psalmist's language, "7%e Lord is my shep- 
herdy It comprehends enough to set him who 
believes it at rest about his own lot in life. In 
the first place, it refers to the providence of 
God. Let us consider, therefore, what is im- 
plied in the expression. Now the office of a 
shepherd is one of peculiar care and tenderness, 
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his whole employment being to promote the 
welfare and comfort of the sheep. And under 
this image Jesus represents Himself to us: 
" The Lord is my shepherd; " what is it then ? 
I am therefore secure of daily food and clothing. 
No enemies will be permitted to injure me with- 
out a compensation. My body will be the 
subject of watchful care in sickness and in 
health. I shall be safe from manifold dangers, 
and I shall ever carry about with me the sacred 
presence of my pastor. Now, in whatever 
situation of life I may be placed, this truth will 
be a continual source of secret peace and quiet. 
If I am in poverty, I can calmly look up to 
Him who is head over all things, to His body, 
of which I am a member, and say, " Give me 
this day my daily bread;" and I shall have it. 
If I am in tribulation, I can say and feel that 
my sorrows are my Master's, and that it will be 
vnth me as it was with the sufferings of those 
who were persecuted by the vindictive enmity 
of Saul, "when the foot is crushed on earth, 
the head cries out in heaven." At all events, 
I am not without an overlooker and caretaker, 
for " The Lord is my shepherd^ If I am in 
prosperity, I can check my rising self-congratu- 
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lation with the thought that I hold all things 
immediately from Him who can take them back 
again in a moment. And^ should I be raised to 
high places, I am reminded that there is one 
that magnifieth and that maketh low according 
to the good pleasure of His will. Observe, 
however, that this truth does not guarantee us 
against a low estate or suffering. The Psalmist 
does not say, " The Lord is my shepherdy^ 
therefore I shall never know trial or trouble, or 
otherwise he Would have impugned a sentiment 
which Asaph expresses in Psalm Ixxiii. For, 
says he, " J/ / «ay, / tmll speak thus : behold 
I should offend against the generation of Thy 
children.^^ The children of God are taught the 
supreme sufficiency of iheir Father. If it were 
not so, they might and would fall in the error 
of the worldling, and attribute their joys and 
comforts to created things instead of Him. 
But they all, by experience of one sort or ano- 
ther, are qualified to ask, with Asaph, " Whom 
have I in heaven hut Thee ?'* And assuredly 
they are enabled to add, " and there is none 
upon earth in comparison tmth Thee^ 

But, if the believer is permitted to realize 
Jesus as his shepherd in Providence, how much 
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more peculiarly is this the case in regard to the 
work of grace ? The work of Providence falls 
far short of this. Comparatively speaking, the 
creatures of God have a claim upon His care. 
He made them, and they must of ^ necessity 
look to Him either directly or indirectly to 
sustain them. But what is grace ? What can 
joy and blessing have to do with rebellion and 
disobedience ? Thus far, then, the world shares 
the favour of Providence with the child of God, 
and there it stops. It is true that God leaves 
it not without witness ; true that He is ever 
giving gifts to the rebellious, and that His 
Spirit still strives, and is ever redeeming souls 
from amid the polluted mass of humanity. 
But joy and peace, pardon and communion, 
these are the exclusive possession of the be- 
Uever, the counterpoise in the balance of his 
earthly portion. The Lord is the believer's 
shepherd, therefore, in a higher sense. It is 
his peculiar privilege to receive from His hand 
the daily food of his soul. Thus, therefore, 
the child of God may say, " The Lord is my 
shepherd ; I shall not want^ The word that 
goeth out of His mouth is my food. Like as 
it fed the man Moses, and sustained him for 
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forty days and forty nights in a condition above 
the flesh, so can it keep me, when it pleases 
Him to deprive me of earthly things or com- 
forts. Upon this I meditate, and in this I am 
permitted to realize Him. If I am in danger 
from the assaults of my spiritual foes, He pro- 
tects me. If I go astray as a sheep that is lost, 
He seeks His servant, and with merciful 
chastening recalls me. Amid aU the perils that 
threaten the church of His love, I am folded 
within that fold whose door cannot be broken. 
And, above all, I have communion with Him. 
For this is a second sense of the word here 
translated as a shepherd. The Hebrew word 
{ro-gn-i) signifies a bosom friend or spouse. 
And such is the Redeemer's sacred intimacy 
with His people. When we draw nigh unto 
His table, are we not brought into such a 
union as can only be represented by the amal- 
gamation of food with the human body ? Are 
we not as vitally and actually made one with 
Him as the bread we eat and the wine we 
drink become transmuted into our life-blood 
and flesh? Yes! the believing Christian can 
say, with deeper significance than the Psalmist, 
" The Lord is my ihefherdP And ought he 
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not to be able to affirm with even a holier cer- 
tainty, " / shall not want ? " 

Believer! this is an important declaration. 
When a man has made up his mind to this 
truth, he may cast care to the winds. For this 
is that blessed state of holy dependence upon 
Jehovah which gives a man a firm footing 
upon the slippery places of the world. The 
Lord is my shepherd, not man. '' The Lord is 
my shepherd ; I shall not want.^ Who shall 
question, then, the advantage of the believer's 
circumstances? Who would not rather have 
his poverty than the world's wealth ? 

But it may be said, how is this delightful 
assurance to be realized, and who are they that 
enjoy it ? I see, indeed, that if a man can but 
secure the interest of such a Friend, he is safe 
for ever. Ought it not to be sufficient to ask two 
questions in reply ? For whom did Jesus die ? 
and to whom is the Gospel message sent ? As 
long as a man is permitted to entertain a sin- 
cere desire in his heart to be Christ's servant, 
and to have Christ for his friend, as long as he 
sincerely desires salvation through His blood, 
the door is open to him ; he may enter in and 
find pasture. The danger consists in delay : 

c 
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when the heart cools and desire departs, and a 
man is left with the shell of his religion, the spirit 
and life having withered within. Nor is such a 
case uncommon to any who have watched the 
evidences and progress of religious truth in the 
minds of others. There is a religion without 
reality, in which a man may express all the 
evidences of grace without knowing so much as 
the taste of one of them. He has a conscious- 
ness of the value of truth, but he has never em- 
braced it. He admires the love and grace of 
Christ, but he never closes with them. He can- 
not say with the earnest Psalmist; " With my 
whole heart have I sought thee : ohy let me not 
wander from Thy commandments^ There 
has always been a reservation, a something 
kept back in his soul, which, like the dishonesty 
of Ananias and Sapphira, serves but to con- 
demn him to the loss of all. It does not re- 
quire much deUberation in an honest heart to 
ascertain whether it has surrendered itself to 
God. If it knows its own purposes, it knows 
that it has kept back nothing which God de- 
mands in the exchange of our sinful condition 
for His righteousness. Are we in earnest, then, 
about the work of our own salvation what 
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need is there of many words ? We have no 
necessity to persuade God. He is on our side 
already. The very will to be Christ's and to 
have Christ is enough to assure us that there 
is no obstacle to our enjoyment of the confidence 
that He is our shepherd. There is^ then, a fold 
within whose precincts the slayer enters not. 
The door of that fold is Christ ; Christ in His 
righteousness, Christ the Prophet, Priest, and 
King of His People. That fold is not visible 
to mortal eye. The sheep that dwell within it, 
drawn from all climes and of all conditions, 
never perish. They know the shepherd's voice, 
but they flee from the stranger. That fold 
comprises the body of Christ for which He 
died, and which is united to Him by an indis^ 
soluble bond of faith and love. If the reader 
desires to experience the Psalmisf s assurance, 
let him enter that fold, let him believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Shepherd and Overseer 
of souls. You hesitate. If now some person 
whom you had never seen, but of whom you 
had often heard, whose character for love and 
truth surpassed all that you had ever known, 
wei*e to write to you and promise to supply all 
your necessities, what would be your feelings ? 

c 2 
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Would you question the authenticity or genuine- 
ness of the writings, and imperiously require evi- 
dence of them ? Would you accuse the writer 
of intending to trifle with your wants ? What, 
then, have you in your Bible ? You have the 
expression of God's heart towards you. He 
says, *^ Look unto me and he ye saved, ail the 
ends of the earths " Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden^ You meet 
with the inspired declaration of the text, '^ The 
Lord is my shepherd; I shall not wanty 
You read further, " lam the door of the sheep. 
I am come that they might have life, and thai 
they might have it more abundantly ; / am the 
good shepherd, the good shepherd giveth his 
life for the sheepP Can you, then, read these 
words, and doubt who is the object of this care, 
or how it is that you are to realize the assurance 
of it ? Ask rather, for whom is the Scripture 
written, or the promises made? and answer 
they are for me. They are not for my neigh- 
bour, but for myself. For surely you are not 
at liberty to argue that " The Lord is my shep^ 
herd^^ means some one else's shepherd. This 
is unreasonable indeed. You would not so 
treat a title of nobility, or a prospective fortune. 
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The application, therefore, is short and ob- 
vious. Am I in want of daily support in body 
and soul ? " The Lord is my shepherd'* Am 
I in danger, temptation, error? " The Lord is 
my shepherd^' And what have the rich or the 
careless better than this ? That man would be 
very bold who should affirm that riches have 
not wings. That man is very wicked who puts 
his trust in another man, or who relies upon his 
own share of energy and health for success. 
But he who can say in humble sincerity, " The 
Lord is my shepherd^' is neither presumptuous 
nor wicked in declaring that for which he has 
the warrant of God, " I shall not want." 



CHAPTER II. 



THE SHEPHERD'S CRAFT. 



Psalm zziii. 2. 

HE MAKSTH ME TO LIE DOWN IN GREEN PASTURES; HE 
LEADETH ME BESIDE THE STILL WATERS. 

Words like these carry nothing intelligible to 
a carnal mind^ for the expressions here used 
must appear to many a man nothing better 
than figures of speech or rhetorical elegancies, 
which say more than is really meant. And 
yet the experience of the believing Christian 
is no dream, otherwise this appearance would 
be strictly true. Whatever, therefore, the 
opinions of a mere critic or formalist may be, 
they cannot decide upon a subject which is 
only to be understood by the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit. The experience which the 
Psalmist enjoyed in divine things led him to 
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compare it to green pastures and still waters, 
so that whatever these words may mean, when 
rightly imderstood, will be found to have been 
die relish of his soul in these matters. And 
there is one solemn truth connected with Scrip- 
ture language, namely, that every word has its 
intention, literal or allegorical. If literal, then 
the words stand for what they appear. If alle- 
gorical, then they are to be understood in a 
sense, a definite sense, corresponding with the 
strength of the figure. How needful it is for 
us to be reminded of these things ! Are we to 
suppose that the saints of old time had a pre- 
rogative of God's precious gifts and graces, 
and that the dispensation consists rather of the 
leavings of a feast than the richness of a glorious 
banquet? Is tlie Christian who has fallen into 
pleasant lines and a goodly heritage to come 
behind the Jew in his spiritual joys or in his 
apprehension of religious benefits ? If it were 
so, by what rule of language could such expres- 
sions be justified as we read in Isaiah xxv, 6, 
wherein the prophet seems to be at a loss to 
find words suitable to the strength of a descrip- 
tion, all of which he devotes to the abundance 
of the privileges of the Gospel ? What, then, do 
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these and suchlike expressions mean^ if we are 
to be creeping on at this slow rate, and looking 
at the positive declarations of religious experi- 
ence as food for conjecture and not desire, for 
admiration, not enjoyment ? Let us endeavour 
to enter upon the consideration of them with 
the desire and assurance of realizing them in our 
own souls. They are given to be the heritage 
of all them that belong to that little flock to 
whom the Lord is a shepherd. They shall be 
made *'to lie down in green pasturesy^ and 
shall be led " beside still waters^^ We here 
come to learn, therefore, what is the shepherd's 
care of his charge, that is, in other words, how 
Christ deals with His people. 

And here we may remark the peculiar fitness 
of Christ for His office. It is incumbent upon 
a shepherd to know well the nature of his charge, 
their management, habits, diseases, and reme- 
dies. Who cannot see the importance of a right 
qualification in such a person? If he fails in 
the knowledge of his business how serious the 
consequences to the objects of his care! How 
eminently therefore is Jesus suited to His work ! 
Who knows as He does the whole character 
of His flock ? Who can understand like Him 
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the whole circumstances and secrets of human 
nature ? For was He not '^ in all things made 
like unto His brethren— for in that He Him-- 
self hath sufferedy being tempted^ He is able to 
succour them that are tempted f Surely it was 
for no less a thing that the Spirit of the Lord 
God was upon Him^ that He might strengthen 
the diseased and heal that which is sick^ and 
bind up that which is broken, and bring again 
that which is driven away^and seek that which is 
lost. Again, if the shepherd fails in that watchful 
care which real interest and kindness alone can 
inspire, how many an injury might happen 
which personal feeling would obviate ! But it is 
expressly declared by Jesus Himself that He is 
not the hireling whose own the sheep are not, 
but that He is the true shepherd. And thus, 
because He both has skill to know and do all 
this ; and because He loveth the sheep, He is 
that Good Shepherd who alone can say of His 
flock: " Of them which Thou gavest me have I 
lost none J^ Let us turn then to consider what the 
Psalmist says concerning His management of 
the flock. 

The first thing that he declares is, that the 
sweetness of the grace of God in its communica- 
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tions to his soul was as refreshing as if he had 
been made to lie down in green pastures. He 
is here sustaining the pastoral image with which 
he started. In that hot climate in which the 
Psalmist lived, it is found necessary for the 
health of the flocks to provide them with some 
defence against the heat of the sun, as well as 
to secure for them plenty of refreshing food and 
bodily enjoyment. At noonday, therefore, the 
sheep are driven to the shade of those covered 
places where they may he in repose for a short 
season. And at night they are kept within 
pens which are raised in places where the herb- 
age is plentiful and good. If David, as many 
suppose, wrote this song, he would be using a 
familiar representation of his own feelings. He 
had often brought his flock to the shelter of the 
covered shed or the mountain side, or under the 
shade of the trees, and made them lie down 
upon the refreshing grass. He had often driven 
them to the side of the still waters, and, as night 
drew on, carefully folded them in their pens. 
And thus he could understand for his own soul 
the meaning of those spiritual comforts and cares 
which the believing heart experiences at the 
hand of God. And thus, also, it is that the 
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Christian is enabled to testify that the ways of 
wisdom are ever those of pleasantness. Mark^ 
however, the expression, " He maketh me to lie 
downJ^ This is the very attitude of repose; 
such as the soul must experience when it lives 
in dependence upon God. It shows how great 
is the thought and attention of the spiritual 
shepherd. Are you troubled about many things, 
reader ? Do ycmr daily affairs harass you ? Do 
the prospects of Ufe, whether for advancement 
or for loss, keep you in much excitement ? In 
this state, so unfriendly to real rest, come to 
Jesus, and fairly and frankly cast your burden 
upon Him, and lie down at peace. This is the 
secret of a quiet heart and cheerful face, namely, 
to cast all your burden upon Him because He 
careth for you. If you have taken Him at all, 
you have taken Him as your shepherd, and,if so. 
He is become your provider. He does not un- 
derstand His gentle craft so ill as not to know 
the times and the places for His flock. Shall 
the sheep direct the shepherd what to do and 
whither to go ? Leave all to Him, your busi- 
ness, your prospects, your health, your position. 
Place them solemnly in His hands, and then 
trust Him for knowing more than you do, and 
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for being a better guide for silly sheep than 
they would be to themselves. 

There are other and heavier cares, however, 
than those which relate to this world, especially 
in the mind of an awakened sinner. What is 
uppermost in his heart? Is it not the question, 
which may well startle a being who can never 
die, How shall I be saved? God has drawn 
aside part of the veil that hid him from himself. 
His eyes are unshaded by the hand of self-love. 
He cannot turn them away from the miserable 
spectacle. His sins start up before him with 
accusing witness. The graves of forgotten lusts 
are opened, and they come forth to remind him 
that he once loved and did such things. He 
learns that God remembers all his doings : now 
his own doings have beset him about ; they are 
before his face." (Hosea vii. 2.) His secret sins 
are passing in searching review before the light 
of Jehovah's countenance. His hereditary dis- 
ease of corruption pleads against the hope of 
alliance with divine purity and joy. For peace 
he has great bitterness, for the security of a 
sleeping or silenced conscience he has fore- 
bodings of sorrow that trouble him. Is this the 
case with you? Is your heart sore pained 
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within you ; and the terrors of deaths are they 
fallen upon you? Are fearfulness and trem- 
bling come upon you, and hath horror over- 
whelmed you ? (Ps. cv. 4, 6.) In such a strait 
come to Jesus. In that clear view of the grounds 
of salvation which He can vouchsafe to His 
people you may take^your repose. For, when a 
man thus unsettled in head and heart is favoured 
with an evidence of God's love to his soul in 
the mediation of His Son ; and when that same 
Saviour, upon whom the hopes of the guilty are 
set, is revealed to him as his peculiar personal 
friend, what a sense of happy repose comes in 
upon his heart ! How unspeakably precious is 
the view thus afforded to him ! Not more real, 
not more convincing, and not so valuable the 
clear sight of a deep truth in science which the 
great heathen mathematician*^ obtained, and 
which made him leap out of the bath in which he 
was lying, and run into the streets shouting (eu- 
reeka, eureeka) " I have found it, I have found 
it," than the sight of this truth of salvation by 
free grace has been to the thirsting souls of 
sinners. No : the language of Hezekiah has 
in their experience outlived the accusation of 

* Archimedes. 
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conscience. For the sinner has not only cried, 
** Behold, for peace I had great bitterness;** 
but he has been enabled to add, *^ Thou hxst 
in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of 
corruption, for Thou hast cast all my sifis be- 
hind Thy back" This is repose: tlie soul is 
made to lie down in peace and take its rest, 
none disturbing it, none making it afraid ; and 
this is the only repose which can repress the 
ceaseless agitations of a restless heart. How 
important, therefore, to obtain this fixedness of 
mind and view. How important, not merely to 
the comfort of the heart, but to the usefulness 
and stability of the character. The soul of a 
sinner has no ballast but this when the stormy 
winds of conviction and conscious guilt rush 
down upon it. Science, knowledge, and efforts 
at obedience cannot secure the quiet or the 
safety of the vessel. But, when Jesus is with us, 
what accusations can affright us ? He has but 
to say — Peace, be still; and wave and wind 
alike obey Him. Fill the soul with the reality 
of the finished work of Christ, and nothing can 
disturb it. 

And this reminds us that there is yet another 
truth implied in this expression. For the soul 
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is here represented both as being made to lie 
down^ and as being in an attitude of repose. The 
first thought indicates God's power over it ; the 
seccmdits own satisfaction. Manisnottheworker 
of his own peace ; this comes from God. Not 
all the reasoning, nor all the conviction in the 
world, can make a man persuade himself of an 
assurance which he does not feel. Yea, though 
he see clearly that ^^ Christ died for the un- 
godly y^ though even he believe that Christ died 
for him, he yet hangs back from the wished- 
for comfort and repose, because God has not 
made him lie down. How often is this the 
case in Christian experience ! What a difference 
there is between a deep conviction of a truth 
and a going out of the soul to rest upon it. 
Men doubt about this : they consider it fanciful, 
visionary, the working of a heated brain. But 
surely there is both truth and meaning in the 
expressions of Scripture experience, and igno- 
rance can be no criterion of them. How oflen 
do we meet with those who say — I see all this, 
the truth, the propriety, and even the comfort 
of it all, but I do not feel the reality of it for 
myself, it is not mine. Now it may be that in 
some instances there is not a real, honest sur- 
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render of the soul to the truth, and the com- 
plainant would, were he to search his heart, 
find some secret mistrust, some inward and 
subtle reservation which keeps him from the 
light. Or he is not a diligent searcher after 
this gift. He seeks it not as a hidden treasure. 
But there are, doubtless, many cases in which 
God keeps the soul for a season in suspense. 
It is part of the discipline of such a person — 
His nature is soft and yielding, and God would 
brace it by the tension of faith and desire, nor 
will He make it to lie down until it has received 
the benefit of the dispensation. But then what 
does the soul find ? It finds repose. It lies 
down to rest, satisfied with what it has got, 
content to abide, and to go no fiirther. Is it 
not thus with the precious pastures of God's 
word and grace ? Does not the Christian say. 
Here is my rest, — here will I dwell? We often 
meet with such declarations in Scripture. 
^^ Blessed^ says David, "e* the man whom 
Thou choose&tj and causest to approach tmto 
Thee, that he may dwell in Thy courts: we 
shall he satisfied with the goodness of Thy 
hotkey even of Thy holy temple.'^ (Psalm 
Ixv. 4.) And again speaks Isaiah of gospel 
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privileges, " My people shalldwell ina peaceable 
habitation^ and in sure dwellings^ and in quiet 
resting places.^' (Isaiah xxxii. 18.) We do 
not speak of a permanent rest on earth. The 
children of God are often driven from this re- 
pose, both by their own fmilty, and by the 
violence of their doubts and temptations. But, 
if ever ihey have once found it, their hearts are 
turned towards it; they find no rest, at all 
events, elsewhere. And they would be well 
content to abide in such a pasture until they 
were summoned to a better in the Canaan of 
promise. The late Mr. Venn, of Huddersfield, 
in one of his valuable letters, says, " Sometimes 
I have touches which I would give the world 
would last, but in an hour they are gone." 
This, indeed, is distinct from the repose here 
intended, but it serves to show that the ex- 
perience of the Psalmist as thus explained is 
still less a mere effort of imagination. But why 
should we not become partakers of this rest ? 
If we have taken Jesus for our shepherd, let 
us seek His face. Let us ask Him in the Ian* 
guage of His inquiring spouse, " Tell me, O 
ThoUy whom my soul loveihy where Thou feed- 
esty where Thou makest Thy flock to rest at 
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noon.^ (Canticles i. 7.) Let us seek to make 
the communications and the union between our* 
selves and Christ as real and sensible as they 
would be with one whom we most dearly love* 
Let us pray for a sense of His reality, not such 
as the poor Papist would fain acquire from the 
sight of a painting or crucifix, but such as God 
alone can give, such as is promised us in those 
blessed words> '^ He that laveth me shall be 
laved of my Father^ and I unU lave him and 
will MANtFfisst MYSELF ta him^*^ And is not 
this realization of God in Christ the grand per- 
sonal duty and work of that principle which is 
called by God Himself ** the evidence of things 
not seen ? " What is Faith, or what is it to do 
if not to make the unseen beholden, and to give 
substance and reality to the thing which is only 
hoped for ? Without this, what is religion but 
a dream ? And may it not be that, for want of 
this personal appearance of an unseen truth, 
'men of the mightiest powers are driven to and 
fro like the autumn leaf! Moses required this 
spiritual sight of the invisible in order to endure, 
and, though we may not be called to such 
trials as his, we need the very same principle 
for the commonest efforts of daily life. 
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But where is Christ found ? He is found ia 
the green pastures among His flock. A green 
pasture is a fit emblem of a Christian's joys and 
refreshments. The words, however, are sus- 
ceptible of two meanings. Literally, they 
mean cottages or sheep-cotes of grass, and 
thus they may include both the notion of 
shelter from the oppressiveness of a noon-day 
sun, and also a place of choice and delicate 
food. How true a description of the spiritual 
comforts which God provides for them that 
follow Him ! 

In the first place, they are made to rest in 
shelter against the assaults of doubts and fears, 
and of those yet greater enemies, evil thoughts. 
When a man is permitted to embrace the 
assurance of Christ's personal interest in his 
soul, and of his own privileges as a sheep of 
His pasture, he is delivered from those harassing 
fears which erewhile kept him in anxiety and 
suspense; and as long as he is content to 
abide in the communion of His presence, and 
is watchful not to lose it, they cannot assail 
him with success. For by the side of Christ, 
and under his personal care, they are driven 
away. They may come like the wolf, and prowl 
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around the fold, but there is no hireling to 
suffer them to enter. For Christ is the door of 
the sheep; He keeps watch and ward. If, 
however, a sheep is weak enough to stray, he 
rues the folly, nor can he know peace and rest 
until he is once more at the Shepherd's side. 
Thus is it ever with the soul. As long as we 
look at Christ alone, and keep ourselves close 
to His side, we are emptied of self and are 
happy. But, the moment we begin to count 
up the score of what we have to do, the moment 
we indulge in high thoughts and presume to 
walk abroad, we are brought very low. *' To 
live is ChristJ" This sums up all in Him. 
He is the lawful centre of our affections and 
designs. If we displace Him for any other ob- 
ject ; above all, if we put self in His room, 
we lose our road, and wander out of the way. 
He must be our all to save and serve* Just as 
in music there is an harmonic point, in the 
hitting of which the instrument is brought into 
perfect tune ; so God is the standard of the 
soul's harmony. If our affections, desires, and 
purposes are brought to bear upon His will and 
glory, so that, as it were, they ring together, 
the soul is at peace; at peace with Him^ at 
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peace with itself. Aim, then, at this, for this is 
the real tone of a spiritual mind. Nay, more, 
it is the discipline of the heart, at which the 
saints of God are perpetually labouring. And 
(if we may pursue the illustration), as the musi* 
cian achieves this harmony by the frequent 
tightening of his strings, so it is the constantly 
recurring effort to maintain the heavenly-mind- 
edness of a child of God which secures in us a 
spiritual and harmonious frame. 

But we have a second meaning conveyed in 
this expression of the text. The green pastures 
are places of choice and delicate food. And 
where is the pasture in which the soul of a 
Christian is fed and refreshed? Is it not 
among the truths of God's word ? What are 
the lights which break in upon the soul when 
meditating thereon ? What are the fresh dis- 
coveries which we gain from time to time as 
we ponder the mind and thoughts of God? 
Here is refreshment, sufficiency, enjoyment; 
here are satisfactions which satiate without 
cloying, which recur without wearying. Christ 
is here, and this accounts for the efficacy of 
these things. No wonder that He said to the; 
multitudes that sought Him for carnal objects — 
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^^ Labou/r not for the meat that perishetk^ 
but for that meat which endureth unto ever^ 
lasting life. The bread of God is He which 
Cometh down from, heaven ^ and giveth life unto 
the world. I am the bread of life^ he that 
Cometh to me shall never hunger. The words 
that I speak unto youj they are spirit and they 
are lifer (John vi. 27. 33. 35. 63.) They 
were making the grand mistake of preferring the 
things that are seen to those that are not seen. 
Little thought Aey that there was more solid food 
in one word of Christ than in the satisfaction 
of five thousand men ; neither did they see that 
while the five loaves and two fishes could have 
suflSced but a thousandth part of the number, 
the one word was able to feed the whole. This 
power abideth yet. Do you believe this ? Do 
you believe that Christ gives life and food to 
us in His word ? Yea, His words are spirit and 
they are life. If we take them, trust in 
them, act on them, we shall soon learn 
our own advantages. What the body 
receives by food, the soul gets by truth. Truth 
is the soul's aliment. There is something in it, 
specially in divine truth, that not only com- 
mends itself to the hungry soul, but carries 
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with it an inconceivable influence and com- 
mand. It pierces the very substance of the 
man ; it leavens him ; it becomes incoq)orate in 
him. No wonder, therefore, that the soul once 
let into the secret of this pasturage lies down 
and abides in it, and is willing to dwell in it for 
ever. It is ever green, ever fresh. It tires not ; 
for ^* he that comeih to me shall never hunger*** 
Christian reader, lift up thy heart with the Jews 
that heard this declaration, and cry, *^ Lord^ 
evermore give U8 this ireadJ^ Take your 
Bible, so cursorily rvad, 80 little understood, and 
search it. Pray over each dark and difficult 
passage for light from above. Go to its pages 
when you are in joy, that you may learn 
moderation, and in sorrow and sin, that you 
may find comfort and quickening. Endeavour 
to get at the key of all its teaching, for it is one 
in truth, doctrine, subject, and object; and then 
you will realize all that the Psalmist means when 
he tells you that Christ's sheep have pleasant 
pastures known and tasted by themselves, and 
by none beside. 

There is a second image, however, under 
which the Psalmist presents us with cer- 
tain valuable records of experience. He adds 
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this, concerning his shepherd, ** He leadeth me 
beside still waters^^ This expression is not 
superfluous; it is not merely added by way of 
increasing the force of the description. It con- 
tains a distinction of blessings. No doubt the 
Psalmist here records his thankfulness for the 
liberal supplies which he had of earthly things. 
Meat and drink, however, are but little things 
for God to bestow ; for is not the life more than 
meat, a greater gift than that which merely helps 
to sustain it? So, then, spiritual life is a far 
more important gift than the short enjoyment 
of an earthly existence. The principal object 
of the Psalm is clearly a representation of di- 
vine things and spiritual experiences. Literally, 
the clause runs thus : " He leadeth by or upon 
waters of quietness ; " and thus it is even more 
expressive. Mark again therefore the language : 
" He leadeth mel^ that is, He brings me along 
gently as a shepherd does his sheep, accommo- 
dating Himself to my pace and weakness, ac- 
cordingly as I can bear the reception of His 
truths and the manifestation of His graces. 
No man was ever plunged into the deep things 
of God at once. By gradual development he 
is made to bear the light of truth^ and his 
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acquaintance with divine things. There is both 
tenderness and wisdom in this. As too much 
light suddenly let in upon the eye distresses 
and blinds it, so the introduction of spiritual 
truth and grace to the soul should be done 
gradually and gently. We see this in the 
teaching of Jesus, '^ / have yet many things to 
say unto you but ye cannot bear them now^ 
(John xvi. 12.) In the same strain His 
Apostle writes, " / could not speak unto you 
as unto spiritualj but as unto carnaly even as 
unto babes in Christ. I have fed you tenth 
milk and not with meat, for hitherto ye were 
not able to bear ity neither yet now are ye 
ableJ*^ (1 Corinthians, iii. 1, 2.) What a 
lesson is conveyed to us here ! How patient 
and gentle should we be with the ignorance 
and infirmities of the young Christian ! How 
much more so with the perishing and dark 
world ! Indeed too many of us require this 
caution. We are so apt to wonder that others 
know not as much as we do, that we grow 
impatient. We treat scornfully or hastily their 
doubts and their mistakes. Yet it was not at 
the first that the man saw correctly when 
Jesus restored his sight. " / see men as trees 
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walkififfy' was his description of his newly 
acquired sense. ^^ After that He put His 
hands again upon his eyesj and made him 
look up: and he was restored, and saw 
clearly?^ (Mark viii. 24, 26.) And so it com- 
monly happens with men in their recovery 
from spiritual blindness. They have much to 
bear, more than they could bear to receive at 
once. Line upon line, precept upon precept, 
here a little, and there a little, is the tenderest 
method of dealing with them. 

But whither does the Shepherd of Israel lead 
His sheep? ^'Beside still waters.'- These 
waters are the ordinances of His house. They 
are the wells of salvation of which Isaiah 
speaks, and to which the Psalmist alludes, 
when he says " There is a river, the streams 
whereof make glad the city of God, the holy 
place of the tabernacle of the Most High,^^ 
(Psalm xlvi. 4.) Again, Isaiah speaks, ** TTiey 
shall not hunger nor thirst, neither shall the 
heat nor sun smite them, for He that hath 
mercy on them shall lead them, even by the 
springs of water shall He guide them.^^ (Isaiah 
xUx. 10.) Thus these waters are opposed to 
the anxieties of the world about. Care of one 
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sort or another is perpetually attacking us in 
the world : care about our daily support, ewe 
about our families and business, care about the 
very pleasures of domestic life. And it is not 
until we get within the sanctuary that we can 
see the end of these things. Oh, the blessed- 
ness of the sanctuary, and of the Sabbath 
which calls us together in it! The load of 
care may be 'left outside the door of God's 
temple, for it is the house of refreshment and 
quiet. The burden is let down for a while, and 
we can breathe. It is thus then when we turn 
to God that we find peace. We are again 
reminded that He is our shepherd, and that 
He feeds us, not we ourselves. We are again 
brought to compare the poverty of earthly ad- 
vantages with those profound realities of the 
spiritual treasures for which the human soul is 
inwardly pining and panting. And, if the 
troubles of earth can be laid aside on such an 
occasion, how are we to deal with our fears 
and doubts concerning our eternal peace ? If 
your heart is indeed troubled about the future, 
come to the waters of quietness. There you 
will learn that the cause of quiet is the all-suf- 
ficiency of God. For what says the Scrip- 
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ture? "/ have laid help upon one that is 
mighty,^ (Psalm Ixxxix. 19.) ^* My son^ 
speaks the father of them that believe though 
they be not circumcised, ** Ood wiU provide 
Himself a lamb for a burnt offering P (Gen, 
xxii. 8.) And what says this very Lamb of 
God ? " Come unto me^ all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden^ and I will give you 
rest!^ Well then, believer, " When He giveth 
quietness J who then can make trouble ?^ (Job 
xxxiv. 29.) It is in looking at the fulfilment 
of the promises, as they are revealed in Christ, 
that we lose the fears of the future. It is in 
putting away self, and running into the tower 
of the Lord's name, that we find safety. Surely 
the green pastures are pleasant to lie down in, 
and the waters of quietness are refreshing to 
the soul. But who shall enjoy them ? These 
are the privileges of Christ's chosen sheep. 
They are found only in that fold of which He 
is the door. Many a man walks up to this 
fold and looks at it. He goes round about its 
fences, and peeps in at the quiet scene and 
returns. Many wish to come in, provided they 
may go out again when they like. Oh ! these 
are not the sheep. Is Christ more to you than 
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anything else ? Is He more in your thoughts 
than anything else? Do you come to the 
pasture to seek Him? Do you come to His 
house and ordinances to find Him ? If so, you 
are His sheep. Hearken, therefore, to His 
voice as He calls to you by His Spirit, " My 
sheep hear my voice.'*^ " Fear not, little Jlock, 
for it is your Father*s good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom.^ 



CHAPTER III. 



THE SHEPHERD RECOVERING THE STRAY SHEEP. 



Psalm zxiii. 3. 

HB RESTORETH MT SOUL : HB LEADEIH ME VK THE PATHS OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR HIS NAME'S SAKB. 

Health is the gift of God, but it fails ; grace 
is strong and cleansing, but nature is weak 
and corrupt. The Psalmist's experience, there- 
fore, not only leads him to expatiate upon the 
precious privileges which belong to the sheep 
of Christ, but it reminds him of another branch 
of his Shepherd's care, the restoration of the 
wanderer. Whatever our health of body may 
be, would God that our corruption did not so 
often lead us away from His pastures, to follow 
paths that end in bitter pain and correction! 
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But SO it is. The sheep of Christ have indeed 
green pastures and calm retreats. They are 
privileged to lie down beside the waters of 
qtdetnesSy none disturbing them. But that 
which the Shepherd knows to be best the 
fiheep do not always consider, and the children 
of Gk)d are too frequently found astray. In 
such a case it is that the mercy and faithful- 
ness, no less than the skill and judgment, of 
the Church's Shepherd appears. "JEfe re- 
^oreth iny-6ouV^ Of all the attributes of 
God, the most marvellous, because it is the 
most unexpected, and, to our ways of think- 
ing, the most irreconcileable with His greatness 
and essential holiness, is His long-suffering. 
That God should punish rebellion is a thing 
only compatible with His perfect purity and 
justice. That He should pardon the rebel, 
through the infinite work of His Son, is the 
prodigious unfolding of perfect love. But that 
He should renew this day by day, that He 
should go after those who wander away from 
Him into self-pleasing ways and sins, and that 
He should restore the backsliders, — ^this is the 
climax of all ! and we ought to be humbled at 
the thought. Our views of this truth are cold 
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and calm, because we do not know or do not 
reflect what God is. We do not realize the 
fact that sin is an evil which advances in its 
criminality in exact proportion to the majesty 
and character of the God of truth and holiness. 
So far from being arbitrary, that is, dependent 
upon the light in which God is pleased to view 
it, it is pronounced to be naturally and neces- 
sarily hateful to Him. There is not one sin, 
however transient its breath, that does not 
require to be purged by blood. And, therefore, 
we find that the Israelites were instructed that 
they were to atone not only for sins which were 
done by infirmity, but for those which were 
committed unwittingly and in ignorance. In 
short, we have only to begin to measure the 
majesty and authority^ the purity and goodness, 
of Jehovah, and the mind is fain to lie down in 
the dust and be silent. But it is the blessed 
privilege of Christ's sheep to be restored, for 
Christ is a perfect shepherd. He carries the 
lambs in His bosom, and gently leads those 
that are travailing and bowed down with sor- 
row. Provision is made beforehand, even for 
those who are deUvered from the dominion of 
evil, since we are reminded not only that " if 
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we say that we have no siuy we deceive our- 
selves and the truth is not in «/«," but that " if 
any man sin we have an advocate with the 
Father ^"^ It is His very complaint against the 
false shepherds, — " The diseased have ye not 
strengthened^ neither have ye healed that 
which was sicky neither have ye bound up that 
which was broken ^ neither have ye brought 
again that which was driven away^ neither 
have ye sought that which was lostP (Ezekiel 
xxxiv. 4.) 

As the good shepherd, therefore, Jesus says, 
** Behold /, even /, will both search my sheep 
and seek them out."" (Ezek. xxxiv. 11.) This is 
spoken, indeed, of a glorious and no far distant 
time, when Israel after the flesh shall be re- 
stored, and one Shepherd shall be set over 
them, even David their prince. But it gives 
us the true notion of Christ's care of His 
people, such as we are permitted to enjoy who 
have come to Him for pasture. It presents us 
with three cases in which His pastoral care and 
mercy are commonly exerted in the restoration 
of souls. 

The first case is that of restoration from 
weakness and fainting. How often has the 
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believer realized this mercy ! Weakness is the 
frequent characteristic of many a child of God. 
It serves to teach him the wasting and de- 
bilitating effects of his corruption, his power- 
lessness towards all that is good. Thus doubts 
of God's sufficiency or willingness to savCj 
stumbling at little difficulties in the path, hesi- 
tation at going forward, suspicious thoughts 
about the dispensations or purposes of God 
towards him, and fainting under the smallest 
affiictions, — these are some of the sad draw- 
backs npon a Christian's progress and attain- 
ments. Surely Christ's flock is unlike every 
other, as much as He is unlike every other 
shepherd. Other sheep are a profit to their 
masters, and other shepherds are benefited by 
their flocks, so that their very attentions and 
care have self-interest at the bottom. But 
^ can a man be profitable unto God €U he that 
is wise may be profitable unio himself? " (Job 
xxii. 2.) ^ O mjy soul, thou hast said unto the 
Lordy Thou art my Lord^ my goodness ex^ 
tendeth not to IheeP (Psalm xvi. 2i) So the 
Church of Christ has been a dearly bought 
treasure, and it may be that the very extent of 
the payment is the cause of lliat forbearance 
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which we all more or less meet with^ but which 
the Christian experiences to the end. When, 
therefore, the believer thus halts upon the road, 
and faints or grows weary under the correction 
which is sent him^ how does the Shepherd deal 
with him ? He restores his soul. His doubts 
He meets with assurances of favour ; his diffi- 
culties H^ smooths, and his temptations He 
removes or diminishes; He clears up some 
portion of the darkness that rests upon his dis- 
pensation; and He strengthens him to submit 
with thankfulness to the rod, and to recognise 
His hand in the trial, — ^a perception which in 
itself takes away a portion of the pain. This 
is the continual experience of the Gospel path. 
Some, indeed, may have more and some less 
of these things ; some are longer kept in sus- 
pense, others are sooner blessed with peace 
and renewal; but the event is found the same 
to them all. It is important for us to be re- 
minded, however, that these lights and com- 
forts ordinarily come to the believer in the 
way of the means <^ grace. If a man, in 
addition to his doubts, will .also put away from 
him the only book that can resolve them, or 
stay aloof from the throne of sovereign gracej, 
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he has no right to expect relief, and at the least 
will have to smart the longer for his sin. But 
it is a characteristic of the elect of God that 
they cry day and night before Him in their 
troubles, yea, though He bear long with them 
and keep their faith stretched on the rack of 
suspense. What mercy it is thus gently to deal 
with our wayward hearts ! so kindly to meet our 
impatience ! so tenderly to bear with our fret- 
fulness ! " Truly y' says the Psalmist, " God 
is loving unto Israeli'^ He is loving unto 
them, even when He seems least attentive to 
their cry. Yea, though the wicked flourish, 
and they are low in a low place. He is exer- 
cising both wisdom and mercy in their dis- 
pensation. 

And this is shown not only in the time of 
the believer's weakness, but in that of his back- 
sliding, for weakness is not the only difficulty 
which lies in the Christian's path. The mercy 
of God is extended even to backsliding. What 
child of God will not bear witness to this? 
Yea ! even under the cryings of awful wicked- 
ness, has the Lord sought and restored His 
sheep. Who can forget David's fall? Who 
should not remember David's repentance? 
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The fifty-first Psalm stands on record as an 
example of God's restoration of a backslider. 
But we must clearly understand here what is 
meant by backsliding. Let it be remembered, 
then, as a general feature in his character, that 
the child of God has no compromise with sin. 
He dare not, he cannot, make terms with 
Satan. The word of God declares, " Whoso- 
ever is horn of God doth not commit sin; for 
His seed remaineth in him: and he cannot 
siny because he is born of God, In this the 
children of God are manifest and the children 
of the devil,^^ (1 John iii. 9, 10.) And from 
this scripture we learn a solemn fact, that as he 
who is born of God, that is, the child of God, 
nevjer loses His seed, so he cannot always 
abide in sin. It cannot mean that the believer 
never sins, for no man liveth that sinneth not ; 
but it does clearly imply that he cannot remain 
in a state of separation from God, as well as 
that his whole soul is generally opposed to evil. 
But many mistakes are made here by the for- 
getfiilness of some that the believer is not 
exempted from the risings of corruption. Many 
persons hold notions and language respecting 
morals that would seem to assert the extinction 
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of the old and vicious nature with which we 
are born. But they are only calculated to mis- 
lead U8, and in some instances to plunge men 
into despondency and recklessness of life. We 
cannot too carefully remember, therefore, that 
while Christ becomes the life of the believer by 
raising up in him the power of the new man, 
the old Adam still lives, like the Canaanite in 
the land, to harass and vex us. However 
secure, therefore, the behever may be against 
lasting sin, he is not so secure but that through 
frailty he may fall, and that, moreover, even 
scandalously. If he is not circumspect, if he 
is growing careless with his senses or his asso- 
ciations, or negligent in his devotional exercises, 
he may fall into grievous sins, as has often hap- 
pened. Hence the Apostle's caution to those 
who were risen with Christ, " Mortify there- 
fore your members which are upon the earth, 
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, 
evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry.''^ (Colossians iii. 6.) He warns them 
that, if they are not mindful, there is not one of 
these sins into which they may not fall; be- 
cause they have the root and matter of them 
in their very nature. But they cannot abide 
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in them; and why? Because God restoreth 
them. This is a blessed and most important 
truth. It is the final preservation of Christ's 
sheep, which He Himself announces in John x. 
To the unbeHeving He sajrs, " Ye believe not, 
because ye are not of my sheep.'''* But of His 
real sheep He says, " My sheep hear my voice, 
and I know them, and they follow me. And 
I give unto them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish. My Father which gave them 
me is greater than all, and no man is able to 
pluck them out of my Father's hand.^^ 

And by what means is this restoration effected ? 
It is effected by the power that first wrought the 
believer's conversion, namely, the working of the 
Holy Ghost; and the instruments which He uses 
are threefold, affliction, conscience, or some act 
of mercy. Of these, affliction, perhaps, is the 
commonest, because it is the most effective me- 
thod of bringing the backslider to repentance. 
The reason is, that nothing so speedily serves to 
teach man his utter weakness or to recall him to 
a sense of the power and holiness of God. For 
he is helpless as regards the escape, and his 
way is hedged up with thorns. We see it in 
God's dealings with Israel at large, and we 
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find it in the experience of individual saints. 
Thus the Psalmist speaks of it: ^^ Before I was 
afflicted I went astray^ hut now have I kept 
Thy word. I know that Thy judgments are 
rights and that Thou in faithfulness hast af- 
flicted we." (Psalm cxix. 67. 76.) Thus also 
speaks Jeremiah, " Wherefore doth a living 
man complain^ a man for the punishment of his 
sins?^^ (Lam. iii. 39) as though it were enough 
for a sinner to feel that he is even spared. And 
thus the Church by the mouth of Micah : 
" Rejoice not against me^ O mine enemy: when 
I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness^ 
the Lord shall be a light unto me. I tvill bear 
the indignation of the Lord, because I have 
sinned against Him.^'' (Mic. vii. 8, 9.) Thus, 
therefore, we find men sometimes chastised with 
sickness, sometimes with a sudden stroke of 
poverty or loss of character or friends, some- 
times with darkness, that they cannot realize 
comfort of any sort, nor even the plain words 
of the Bible. Affliction, thus brought home to 
them, will take no refusal. It lays bare their 
conduct, their motives, and secret desires, and 
forces them to consider their ways. In these cir- 
cumstances they must arise and say, " Come, let 
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US return unto the JLord^for He hath torn and 
He ttnll heal us, He hath smitten and He will 
bind us up."^ (Hosea vi. 1.) And yet it is not 
always that the heart is prompt to acknowledge 
its errors and retrace its steps. It is sometimes 
a melancholy sight to see an unsubdued heart 
struggling with God, and yet even this is to be 
found among the various experiences of the 
Christian warfare. But this is a painful state, 
for it throws a doubt over the real condition of 
a man. It seems to lack the filial spirit which 
Jeremiah so touchingly describes, (xxxi. 18, 19.) 
" / have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning 
himself thus: Thou hast chastised me and I 
was chastised as a bullock unaccustomed to 
the yoke: turn Thou me and I shall be turned^ 
for Thou art the L&rd my God. Surely after 
that J was turned I repented, and after that 
I was instructed I smote upon my thigh,^'* 
Confession of sin and submission to the judg- 
ment is the only safe and befitting course for 
one whom God is correcting. 

But God sometimes restores the backslider 
by the voice of conscience. Such was the case 
with David. When Nathan brought the ac- 
cusation of treachery and oppression to bear 
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upon him, that conscience which he had lulled 
for a whole year, beneath the load of foul 
adultery and still fouler murder, awoke. It 
leaped in his face until the awakened criminal 
came down in anguish of heart and confessed 
that he had sinned. And thus it is often with 
the sheep of Christ when they fall again into 
sins from which they had been by grace deli- 
vered. Some passage of Scripture, some in- 
cident in life, some word shot at a venture, 
some remark in a sermon, or by the wayside, 
recalls the soul to reflection. God is revealed 
in displeasure, and the sin appears without 
concealment. The sinner is ashamed. He 
bethinks himself of his mercies and privileges, 
of his noble estate, and the ill return which he 
is making for it, and he is overwhelmed. It 
not unfrequently happens that some chastise- 
ment follows this awakening just as it as often 
precedes it. The case of David, to which we 
have already alluded, is an example. Together 
with the free pardon which was given to him 
the moment that he repented, came the promise 
of retributive punishment. He had given oc- 
casion to the wicked to mock, and say, that, 
after all, religion was nothing, for lliat saints 
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could trip as well as sinners ; and therefore not 
only was his child taken away, bat the retaliation 
of his very crime, with iar greater abominations, 
was predicted. But yet what mercy is there 
not in this? How differently does God deal 
with him from what He did with Saul ! Instead 
of quitting him and giving him up to his own 
natural corruption, instead of suffering his year's 
declension to extend over a lifetime of sin, and 
then to end in eternal darkness, He visits him first 
with rebuke, and then with long and protracted 
chastisement, so that under this he might well 
say, " The Lord hath chastened me sore^ hut He 
hath not given me over unto death. O bless 
our Gody which holdeth our soul in life, and 

SUPFERETH NOT OUR FEET TO BE MOVED. FoT 

Thou, O Gody hast proved us. Thou 

BROUGHTEST US INTO THE NET, ThoU LAIDEST 

AFFLICTION on our loins. He restoreth my 

But we have one further example of the re- 
storation of the backslider by the agency of a 
sudden or great mercy. This is unquestion- 
ably not the common method of God's dealing 
with the sins of His children. Yet the exhibition 
of mercy reacts upon a generous mind, with a 
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force peculiar to itself. No feeling is stronger 
or more painful than the shame which pierces 
an ingenuous heart, under a conviction that it 
has been acting a base and treacherous part to- 
wards a faithful friend. - When, therefore, God 
so deals with some hearts, the effect of the 
mercy is as deep and painful as that of the 
severer chastisement would have been. But 
even among the people of God there are wide 
differences of character, and it is not all, nor 
many, perhaps, that would bear this sort of 
correction, or be sensible of its meaning. And 
yet it is to this true, and, if one may so say, 
refined perception of the character of sin, that 
it is His purpose to bring them all. To view sin 
as a base, an ungrateful, and an execrable 
return for divine tenderness and care, is the 
most exalted way in which it can be regarded, 
and for this reason, that we thus regard it, because 
we have learned to appreciate the " love that 
God hath to us,^^ To dread sin because of His 
justice is doubtless befitting the guilty; to hate 
it because of His holiness becomes the saint ; 
but to mourn over it as a vile and black return 
for all His love, this is to feel like a child. We 
should accustom ourselves, therefore, to con- 
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template sin in this light^ and thus to cultivate 
a high and generous contempt for it. For, as 
God deals with His children according to their 
characteristic wants, His method of correction 
may often point out to .them the deficiency that 
exists in them. 

Enough, perhaps, has been said concerning 
the case of the backslider. We have one more 
in that of the wanderer. Christ restores His 
people after their wanderings, A distinction is 
here intended between the backslider and the 
wandering sheep ; in that the former refers to 
practical sin, the latter to doctrinal or experi- 
mental error. But, while both states are fraught 
with danger, the latter is peculiarly so, because 
the principles of religious belief are thus often 

at stake. And it would appear that Scripture 
bears out this remark, for in two places it es- 
pecially records the peril of wandering from the 
truth. They both occur in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. The former in chap, vi., where the 
Holy Spirit declares it to be *^ impossible for 
those who were once enlightened^ and have 
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made 'par- 
takers of the Holy Ghost, if they shall fall away, 
to renew them again unto repentance" The 
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latter occurs in chap, x., where it is written^ 
" If we sin wilfully after that we have re- 
ceived the knowledge of the truths there re- 
maineth no more sacrifice for sins^ It is obyious 
that there must be a limit placed to the wander- 
ing of Christ's sheep. To suppose that they could 
wander into a total apostasy from the faith 
would be to contradict the very genius of tiie re- 
lationship of Christy and of our union with Him, 
They may^ like Cranmer, be guilty of a partial 
denial of the truth, and be brought to repentance; 
or their lips, like Peter's, may assert what their 
hearts do not acknowledge, and which they 
speedily confess; but they can never wholly 
give up Christ. And yet many are the instances 
of the believer's wandering. Sometimes be 
departs from the use of ordinances, and falls for 
awhile into a fanciful and self-invented religicm, 
sometimes he pursues courses of action that are 
indefensible upon scriptural grounds, sometimes 
he wilfully tempts the grace and providence of 
God, sometimes he maintains views subversive 
of the truth. But God restores his soul. He 
suiFers him not wholly to depart. As the 
Apostle travailed with the Galatians until 
Christ were formed in them again, so Jesus 
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patiently strives with him until He has restored 
his soul. This He does in various ways, by 
His wordy or His ministers, or by some acute 
affliction which forces the wanderer to look 
back for comfort to the sufficiency of God in 
Christ. A man shall not forsake God with 
impunity. The rebellion of Israel is an example 
which is intended for our admonition, for 
manifold and Utter were the judgments which 
they experienced for their defection. Neverthe- 
less, God restored them. His love was more 
enduring than their constancy, and He remem- 
bered his promises to Abraham, and the oath 
which He sware unto Isaac. Nay, more. He 
will yet restore them finally, never to fall 
away again, carrying out thereby the type of 
His enduring love and purposes towards His 
children. 

Let us, therefore, pass on to the concluding 
portion of this verse. It contains a sweet 
assurance of grace : '^ He leadeih me in the 
paths of righteousness for His name^s sake^* 
The expression '^ He leadeih me " is intended 
to convey the same idea of merciful and gentle 
guiding which occurs in the foregoing verse. 
God does not force men into the Gospel way. 
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The Spouse expresses the method of His 
guidance: ^^ Draw me^ So the Lord draws 
men after himself. Man has a will of his own, 
or he would not be a responsible being. But 
God overrules that will, not by might, but by 
conviction of truth, and by the power of 
awakened love. The appearance of Jehovah 
to the prophet Elijah, when he was in Horeb, 
is the type of His providential dealings with 
men. Not in the fire, nor in the earthquake, 
did the Lord present Himself to His servant, 
but in the still small voice. Man is indisposed 
to listen when his nature is in motion and ex- 
citement. It is in the hush of his soul that he 
hears the voice, and submits to the question of 
his Lord, What doest thou here ? And it is 
the very stillness of the voice that silences the 
war of opposition, and teaches the proud heart 
of the sinner to obey the command. ''Be 
still and know that I am God.'' But whither 
does God lead His sheep ? " He leadeth me 
in the paths of righteousness" The paths here 
mentioned are either a beaten path or they may 
mean circles, for the Hebrew word, in its first 
intention, signifies a circle. In the sense of a 
beaten path, therefore, we have the notion of a 
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clear way^ in which nothing is permitted to 
lie that can obstruct the course of the traveller. 
So it is with the Gospel. In itself there are no 
difficulties, for man has got life on his own 
terms. These are paths of smoothness, there- 
fore, as the Prophet Isaiah represents them: 
'' A highway shall be ih^e ; the wayfaring 
meuy though /oolsy shall not err therein.^* 
The weary and burdened are invited to come 
here and repose. '^ Come unto Me all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I wUl give you 
rest I am the way/' There is no peril in them, 
for it is declared, " No lion shall be there, nor 
any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it 
shall not be found there.'' It is only when 
we wander to the right or left of this road that 
we suffer. For whoever heard a believer com- 
plain of his religion as the cause of pain? 
He complains of liis sins and his corruption, 
for they vex him as thorns in his eyes, and 
pricks in his sides, but the Gospel is peace. 
The beauty of this expression is heightened, 
however, when we take it according to its 
original meaning of circles, or orbits. For 
the moral constitution of man, in his appetiteS| 
affections, and desires^ as well as in the objects 
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which he seeks, and the designs which he 
pursues, may be compared to the circuit of the 
planets round the sun. There must be a sort 
of central object round which these turn, and in 
the natural man this centre is self. All his 
affections and designs are for* ever travelling 
round himself* But it is otherwise with God's 
children. God is the object of the service and 
adoration of His children, as well as the foun- 
tain of their comforts and support. When a 
man is brought to believe in Christ, therefore, 
self is displaced. He no longer seeks to 
please and serve his own lusts and desires, but 
Christ. And as he thus turns, as it were, round 
this object, he receives the warmth of His love 
and the light of His grace. And is not this 
the one grand design of creation ? Is it not 
the sum of created happiness ? Is it not the 
essential principle of that change of heart 
which is called conversion, or repentance? 
For what is it? It is Christ put in the place 
of the idol self. It is Christ made all and in 
all to the soul of man. It is the restoration of 
primeval order in the moral world, where God 
in Himself is the sole and sufficient fountain 
of bliss. Thus revolving round the Sun of 
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Righteousness^ the believer enjoys light, 
warmth, and security. He enjoys light, for 
the righteousness of Christ is reflected upon 
him, and in that alone he shines. He re- 
ceives warmth, for the grace of Christ teacheth 
him to live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present world. He enjoys, lastly, se- 
curity, because the power and course of mo- 
tion lie not in him, but in that Sun round 
which he is turning. What an important thing 
it is to look to Christ for everything; to go 
Out of ourselves to rest upon Him, and to serve 
Him. Mankind are perpetually inquiring after 
those simple principles which will give them 
the command of the powers of nature. Thus 
they are aiming at the principles of motion and 
power. They are even striving to find out 
some remedy which shall reduce the compli- 
cated evils of the social and the bodily system 
to one method of treatment. But all is vain. 
Here, however, in the moral world, the diffi- 
culty is removed. Does a sinner need any- 
thing, or everything? Christ is the grand 
sole remedy. Does he need wisdom, know- 
ledge, righteousness, sanctification, redemption ? 
Behold them in Christ. So that a man has 

p 2 
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but to set himself to get Him, and, having 
once secured Him, ht can lack nothing. One 
Chri&t id sufficient for every disorder in 
the Avorld. ^^He that hath the Sen hath 
Ufe^ and he that hath not the San of God 
hath not life,'' 

But why all this mercy? Why is the 
believer thus favoured? "Jbr His name^s 
^ake*** ^ Not by works of righteousness 
wJiich tve have done^ but according to His 
mercy He saved us^ (Titus iii. 6*) What a 
blow to self-^righteousness ! The cause of 
man's salvation is altogethef irrespective of 
him* The arrangements were made ere the 
world was. Can this puff the sinner with con- 
ceit? What strange mistakes men commit j 
If fany one doctrine could annihilate presump- 
tion or self-conceit, it is this ; and yet some 
men shrink from it as the very promoter of 
them. But it is ever thus. The majestic pro- 
portions of truth are the same. It is not by 
looking closely into the' work of a column, or 
the figure of an arch, that we can judge of the 
harmony and beauty of a pile of building. The 
sovereignty of Almighty God in the salvation 
of souls is consequently not to be judged of by 
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partial and confined views. It stands as the 
grand and awful foundation of every created 
thing, and, like many other depths of divine 
wisdom, we must be content to admit that it is 
past our comprehension. Sufficient it is for 
me, if God says that it is so. Sure I am, that 
when He restoreth my soul, and leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness, it cannot be from 
any virtue or value in me, but from His own 
infinite goodness and grace, who, for His name's 
sake, forgiveth all my sin, and healeth all mine 
infirmity. Therefore, let me ever ascribe to 
Him every step in the road, every motion of 
good, every desire for Him and His holiness ; 
for " of Hlniy and through Hiniy and to Him^ 
are all things^ to whom be glory for ever. 



CHAPTER IV, 



THE VALLEY AND THE STAFF. 



Psalm zziii. 4. 

tBA, THOUOH I WALK THBOUGH THB YALLET OF THB SHADOW 
OF DEATH, I WILL FEAE NO EVIL : FOR THOU ABT WITH KE ; 
THT AOD AND THT STAFF THET COMFORT ME. 



This is a remarkably sweet and well-known 
passage of Scripture. It is the expression of 
abeliever's.confidence at seasons the most trying 
to faith and assurance^ namely, those in which 
the mind is apt to be filled with harassing doubts 
as to the favour of God towards us, and with 
horrors as to the hour of dissolution. Doubt- 
less the declaration is strong. For a man to 
say that in the profoundest season of darkness 
and anxiety, at a time when, as it were, the 
question of our everlasting happiness seems to 
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hang in a state of suspension; and wben^ if 
ever, the heart is disposed to ask, " What if all 
should not be right?" to say, that he shall cer- 
tainly be serene and at peace, this is indeed de- 
lightful, but it is strong. And yet, let us again 
ask^ Is this experience real or unreal ? or is the 
believer under the law of Moses to have the 
advantage of the believer under Christ ? For 
two reasons it is desirable that we should 
settle this question ; the one, that we may be 
convinced that the comforts of faith are neither 
extravagances nor delusions; the other, that 
we may be encouraged to lay hold of consola- 
tions so deep and so important by a humble 
confidence in the fulness and sufficiency of 
Christ. It ought to be indeed the peculiar 
privilege of true believers to have a sure refuge 
in time of trouble ; and if they are no better 
off in these respects than the unbelieving or 
the hypocrites, all that can be said is, that a 
great many things are written in vain for the 
encouragement of faith. But what is it that 
ever throws a doubt over the subject of 
Christian assurance ? Is it humbleness of heart, 
which, looking at one's own depravity, and the 
measure of one's iniquities, forces back the 
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liopes and wishes of the soul to a state of 
clouded uncertainty and suspense ? Is it reve* 
rence for God, which, feeling the awful grandeur 
of His purity, would guard its presence with a 
jealous fear from the footsteps of uncleanness 
and sin ? It cannot be the first, for God com- 
mands us to have faith in Him who delivers us 
from all condemnation. Neither can it be the 
second, for the true fear of God would ever lead 
us to prefer His word to our own notions, how- 
ever great their voluntary humility. It is rather 
that false view of the doctrines of grace, which 
makes a man's salvation the result not the cause 
of His holiness; which confounds our sanctifica- 
tion with our justification ; which directs men to 
measure the purity of God and the atonement of 
Christ by the amount of grace which they have re- 
ceived — ^not by the magnitude of the provision 
which was made for sinners. If we are indeed 
to look first of all to our own evidences, and then 
measure them with the standard of God's law, 
farewell peace and comfort, farewell hope and 
joy. But let us, on the contrary, ever cherish 
that declaration of the Apostle which condenses 
in five words the whole of the Gospel. By 
GRACE ARE YE SAVED, thvovgh faith ; and that 
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not of yourselves: it is the gift of God : not of 
fcorksy lest any man should boast** (Eph. ii. 
8, 9.) If one clause of any other medium of 
salvation be admitted, salvation is not of grace, 
for otherwise work is no more work. Let us, 
however, approach the consideration of the sub- 
ject with that earnestness of spirit which be- 
comes dying sinners, and may God make it 
profitable to our souls. 

Let us first of all inquire of what seasons the 
Psalmist is here speaking. He declares, " Yea^ 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of deathy I will fear no evil^ We see that his 
expression of confidence in his heavenly Shepherd 
continues to increase until he reaches the avowal 
of the text. Beyond this he could not go, and 
therefore he commences with the cautionary as- 
severation : ** Yea" that is, more than all that I 
have said, beyond all that I have described, 
even *^ though I walk through the valley of the 
aliadow of deathy I ttnll fear no eviV What 
a noble principle is that of faith which sufFere 
not itself to be daunted by any circumstances 
of trial, but which seems to rise with the emer* 
gency ! With what an. elasticity of confidence 
it resists the pressure from without, and triumphs 
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most when it is most denuded of all earthly re- 
sources ! What will it not achieve ? An Apostle 
tells us that it subdues kingdoms^ works righte- 
ousnesSy obtains promises^ stops the mouths of 
lions, quenches the violence of fire, escapes the 
edge of the sword, makes the weak strong, in- 
spirits the heart for the fight, and turns to flight 
the armies of the aliens. The Psalmist declares, 
that by its help he can walk in peace and se* 
curity, even through the valley of the shadow of 
death. Ought it, need it do less under the larger 
promises and greater liberty of the Gospel ? 
Let us then examine the expressions which 
the Psalmist here uses to describe the depths 
of the trials through which his confidence would 
enable him to pass. He speaks of " the valley 
of the shadow ofdeathy^ the principal image of 
which idea is very striking. Death is described 
a^ casting a shadow. As a figure brought into 
the light throws its form before it, so death 
casts a shade upon human life and human joys. 
It stands between us and the visible presence 
of Christ. It stands between us and the enjoy- 
ment of unclouded light and happiness. At 
some time or another it must cast a shade more 
or less dark upon the comfort and designs of 






THE VALLEY AND THE STAFF. 75 

every human being. For death, be it remem- 
bered^ is a sentence of punishment to all men, 
and the figure of that eternal misery which the 
unrepenting and unbelieving must experience. 
The dearest child of grace, moreover, must pass 
through it, and must, therefore, feel somewhat 
of its awe, though the fear of after-coming 
judgment may be removed. It is a thought, in 
truth, which no man, who is acquainted with the 
nature and consistency of the God of Heaven, 
can ever bear to dwell upon without the sup- 
port of the Psalmist's faith. We are bom into a 
world of sense, and in a world of sense we have 
lived ; we have never taken a single step without 
seeing to what it is leading; but in this matter we 
enter upon a state upon which reason and sense, 
and, above all, experience cannot throw the 
faintest beam of light. For this cause unconverted 
men seek to put off the evil day. They will not 
think of it. They may affirm that they do, that 
they are ready to die, and that they can meet 
their end with calmness and fortitude. But in the 
first place, this is not the Psalmist's nor the 
Christian's peace ; and, in the second place, it 
is not true that they either understand or admit 
the whole of the Gospel statements on the sub- 



76 JSXPOSITION OF TSAJM XXUU 

ject They cau face a death of their own choos^ 
inffy that is, with their mixida made up to a Tory 
different state of things from that which the 
Bible presents, but they could not bear it, with 
the sight of their own sins and the law of Qod 
in contrast. It often seems as though the 
greater part of ministerial teaching consisted in 
undeceiving people ; in setting them right upon 
subjects which affect their salvation, rather than 
in developing further the truths which they have 
believed. But, if we have to begin this work 
with a death<-bed, there is generally too littlq 
certainty to give much room for comfort If we 
could then get at the truth of most men'^ real 
views, it is to be feared that the reasons of their 
calmness under the shadow of death would be 
found to be either that they are reposing upon 
something in themselves, or making some mon** 
strous appropriation of the mercy of God. 
Death forces the soul to its reasons, and, as na- 
ture violently turns away from the prospect of 
misery, she is driven to make a pillow for her 
aching head, either in the plea of something 
positively done, or negatively good, or by a 
false representation to herself of divine grace, 
or an undue enlargement of its extent. Oh 1 
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that we would all be convinced that the only 
ground for peace is that which the Psalmist 
iiolds out to uSy and that health, and^ above all, 
youth) is the time for preparation for death. For 
our years glide on at once so swiftly and 
noiselessly, that the half^formed purpose of at-^ 
tending to the most important of all matters is 
frequently siu*prised by age, or cut short by 
death. 

With this expression, however, the text joins 
Bxxoiher^-'the valley of the shadow of death. 
The Psalmist, in all probability, was thinking of 
such a valley as is most common in his country, 
where a narrow strip of land runs at the foot of 
precipitous mountains and rocks, such as they 
have in Switzerland. When night comes, of 
course this is very dark and dangerous for per* 
Bons to travel in, for the wild beasts frequent 
these passes, and, if there be anything Uke a 
Btorm, it is more destructive and violent there 
Uian elsewhere. The expressions of the text, 
therefore, when applied to the circumstances of 
human life, would imply consequently, firstly, 
the approach of death, and, secondly, some im- 
minent peril or great pressure of mind. Con- 
cerning the former of these two trials the 
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Psalmist declares that he shall have no fear* 
It has been said that death must strike with 
awe all who think what death is. But this is 
not the terror that is meant here. The believer 
need dread no evil, however deeply his mind 
may be awed by the approach of the last 
enemy. The evil here mentioned must certainly 
mean the absence of Christ and the prospect of 
everlasting misery. This is the only one that 
remains after the grave. Death can inflict none 
upon God's children, but it is the seal of con-* 
demnation to the rest of the world. Now it is 
quite possible that a man may depart from this 
life without the fear of evil, who will yet suffer 
the vengeance of eternal fire. But he cannot 
do this, if either he believes the Scripture or 
possesses an intelligent and thoughtful mind 
capable of examining the abstract question of 
the moral government of the world. The alter- 
native, therefore, is this. He persuades himself 
either that good and evil will be confounded 
together, or that his own actions will really pass 
the scrutiny of the law of God, or otherwise, 
that he is not a sinner. He cannot fairly look 
at his own heart, and comprehend and admit 
the breadth of God's commandments, without 
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dying in despair or resting upon the same found-^ 
ation as that which the text offers for human 
security. Who, then, are to be excluded from 
this comfort ? All who trust to any thing, or 
look to any one but Jesus. All who desire any 
other atonement than His bloody death, or any 
other Righteousness than His transcendent Holi- 
ness and imputed merits. And what is a death- 
bed without Christ? Is the coolness of the 
philosophic infidel peace ? Is the forced com- 
fort of a self-righteous professor real ? Is any 
solace to be derived in that hour from the 
thought of what we have done or endeavoured 
to do ? Yes ! some would drain comfort from 
this cup, but it is false comfort. It is taken in 
defiance of the fact, that no one action of our 
lives can stand the test of perfection, and there* 
fore not of judgment; and that, if we had even 
done all that is commanded us, we are yet un- 
profitable servants. Oh, this is a season of 
trial, and much reason have we to join in the 
supplication which our Church puts up in her 
Burial Service. " O God most mighty, O holy 
and merciful Saviour, Thou most worthy Judge 
eternal, suffer us not at our last hour, for any 
pains of death^ to fall from Thee." There is^ 
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indeed, an evil to be dreaded in lliat yailey 
where death casts his shadow, by all who hare 
not Christ for a Shepherd. Satan is the lion 
that goes up and down in it, and the storm 
of everlasting destruction will sweep down the 
miserable wall which men have daubed with un* 
tempered mortar. 

But there is a second season implied in the 
text, in which the believer shall fear no evil^ 
and that is the time of great calamity or of 
spiritual anxieties. There are afflictions which 
God is pleased sometimes to send awhile upon 
His children, in which there seems to be neither 
a way to escape, nor a guide to direct. More than 
one child of God has cried out in bitterness and 
in haste, " / am cut off Jrom before Thine 
eyes^^ who has yet been afterwards able to add, 
^' nevertheless Thou keardest the voice of my 
supplicatio^is." Now, it is a truth which the 
experience of every age has confirmed, that 
" wisdom is justified by her children^' No 
man who had given his heart to God ever re- 
pented of having done so. The very conscious- 
ness of faith, though it does not always exempt 
the believer from precipitate conclusions, delivers 
him from despair. And thus the dread of ulti- 
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position in life? Will you be permitted to 
enjoy it in company with a love of the world 
or of sin? Look at its connexion. Where 
does it come ? It comes at the end of a list of 
spiritual experiences^ and must be more or less 
associated with them. It is found only with 
God, among His green pastures, or beside His 
still waters. It is to be realized only by His 
sheep, at His table, which He spreads for them 
in His word and sacrament. This is the con- 
nexion in which it stands, and you may hunt 
the world up and down for it without success. 
But now nigh unto you, in your mouth, and in 
your heart, it is to be found, namely, in the 
word of faith which we preach : " That if thou 
shalt confess tmth thy mouth the Lord JesuSy 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved" (Romans x. 9.) For this is the 
summit of all goodness and all mercy, and 
goodness and mercy it is which the believer 
shall for ever realize. Goodness, that is, spi- 
ritual advantages, shall be his portion. The 
word may signify profit or benefit, and here 
it implies as much, though it is the Lord's 
fevour which is here principally intended. How 

I 
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fully does this bear out the Psalmist's declara- 
tion in Psalm Ixxxiv : " The Lord will give 
grace and glory; no good thing will He with" 
hold from them that walk wprightlyr Mercy 
follows this^ and by mercy here is signified that 
which is abundant^ uncommon, and extraor- 
dinary, for such is the meaning of the word. Can 
anything be more applicable to the nature and 
provisions of the Gospel ? Is not this the good- 
ness and mercy which falls to the lot of God's 
children? Can anything exhibit in greater 
light the favour of Almighty God ? Can any- 
thing display more abundant kindness? The 
provisions of the Gospel are the heritage of 
every believer, from the fall of Adam to the 
last hour of time. They were substantially the 
same, though not fully revealed until the last 
days. Whatever, therefore, the goodness and 
mercy which die Gospel unfolds to us, such is 
the Christian believer's assured privilege, in 
which he may be confident. It is secured to 
him '^ all the days of his life,^'* Let us mark, 
then, the grounds from which the Psalmist 
draws this conclusion. 

He draws it from past experience. He who 
could say as much as the foregoing verses de- 
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clare, had certainly derived proofs enough of the 
love of God towards his soul to warrant him in 
making it. For there is this mighty difference 
between God and man, that^ whereas man is apt 
to consider past favours a reason for doing no- 
thing further for the object of them, God is 
pleased to consider them as a pledge to greater 
and more abundant mercies. *' Remember Thy 
compassions of old" is the prayer which the 
believer makes. And when Israel had been 
chastised for their crimes^ the chief argument 
with which Nehemiah seeks to prevail on God 
to do more for His people is the remembrance 
of His wonderful mercies. Does not our own 
Church supply us with abundant instances of 
this kind ? In her litany she prays, " O God, we 
have heard with ourears^ and our fathers have 
declared unto us the noble works that Thou 
didst in their daysj and in the old time before 
them; " and then adds, " O Lord, arise, help uSy 
and deliver us for Thine honocjr." She puts 
it upon His very honour to help her children 
when they need Him. And is it not thus that 
we draw upon God ? He is our all in all. 
Upon whom are we to rest but upon Him? 
Nor man, nor angel can be our provider. 

t2 
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Therefore may we well unite with the Psalmist^ 
and ask, '^ Whom have lin heaven hut Thee? 
and there is none upon earth that I desire in 
comparison of Thee^ Let us look back^ then, 
to what God has already done for our souls, 
since they are the intimations of the mercies 
we may yet expect. I say this to the believer, 
not to the careless and thoughtless. To these 
God has hitherto dealt mercifully, being willing 
that they should repent, and be converted and 
Uve, and therefore the past is an encourage- 
ment to them to draw nigh unto God while it 
is called "to-day." But the believer's position 
is different. He has tried the faithfulness, not 
the long-suffering only of God. He has proved 
His forgiveness, not His forbearance alone. 
Therefore he is entitled to such a conclusion 
as the text, and to the possession of this sweet 
truth ; " The steps of a good man are ordered 
hy the Lordy and he delighteth in His way. 
Though he faUy he shall not be utterly cast 
down; for the Lord upholdeth him with His 
hand^ (Psalm xxxvii. 23, 24.) 

But, again, the Psalmist draws this conclusion 
from the promises of God. It was affirmed that 
the text taken in this light is supported by many 
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passages of Scripture. To gi^e them all would 
be a long and superfluous matter. The follow- 
ing, however, are some of them. "£fi? taill 
keep the feet of His saints.'^ '* These things 
will I do unto them and not forsake them^ 
'^ / will make an everlasting covenant with 
them, that I will not turn away from them to 
do them good^ hut I will put my fear in their 
hearts, that they shall not depart from meP 
(Jeremiah xxxii. 40.) " AU that the Father 
hath given unto me shall come to me; and him 
that cometh to me I will in nounse cast outJ^ 
" This is the Father^s will which hath sent me, 
that of all which He hath given me I should 
lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last 
dayr " My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
Uiem, and they follow me; and I give unto 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any pluck them out of my handf 
" Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ f " " Who shall also confirm you unto the 
endP " Being confident of this very thing, that 
He which hath begun a good work in you, tmll 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.^ " The 
Lord shall deliver me from every evil work^ 
and will preserve me unto His heavenly king- 
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dom^ These scriptures might be abundantly 
increased in confirmation of the point. But 
what needs it? One declaration of the mouth 
of God is sufficient. But the believing Christian 
is surely entitled to apply to his own necessi- 
ties the blessed assurance which the text affords 
him, against the doubts which the review of his 
sins, or the sense of his own unworthiness and 
weakness might create. The promises of God 
are not the batterings of self-righteousness, but 
boons granted to weak and perishing sinners. 

It is astonishing how many persons overlook 
the position of the sinner in relation to these 
things, how they seem to lose sight of the fact 
that we are all beggars, possessing nothing and 
entitled to nothing, yet for that very reason bound 
to believe, to receive, and to appropriate every 
one, even the highest and most glorious of God's 
gifts. To hesitate at this is neither modesty 
nor humility, for, as they are bestowed upon us 
as sinners, through the merits of another, our very 
acceptance of them is a declaration that in our- 
selves we deserve nothing. They do err, there- 
fore, who consider it presumption in a beKever 
to take to his own case and heart the free and 
gracious promises which abound in the word of 
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God. For whom are they intended if not for 
him ? Who shall reap them if not he ? 

Consequently the Psalmist draws the conclu- 
sion from the very fact of his own weakness. 
What is the counsel given to weakness ? " Let 
him take hold of my strength that he may make 
pea>ce toith me^ and he shall make pea^ce with 
meJ* (Isaiah xxvii. 6.) Now it is precisely 
because we are unable of ourselves to help 
ourselves, so much as even to will or think 
that which is right, that we are encouraged 
to trust in God. It is because men do not feel 
their weakness that they lose their claims to this 
precious confidence and peace. What says 
God ? " My strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness.^* And what says His Apostle ? "J can 
do all things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me.** Now it must be remembered that 
the success of man just depends upon the de- 
gree in which he apprehends and acts upon 
these truths. Some will attempt a righteous- 
ness of their own. Some will share with God 
the honours of victory. Some will lay aside all 
thoughts of self, and rest in God alone. Now 
it is one thing for a skiliul workman to work 
with an imperfect tool. It is another thing for 
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a man to uBe the best tools who has never tried 
his hand at the work. And such it is in r^ard 
to our obedience. ** It is God that worketh in 
us, both to will and to do of His good pleasured' 
And though it is we who, so to speak, mechani- 
cally exercise our hands, " We are His work- 
manshipj created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works^ which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them" (Ephesiansii. 10), if 
we attempt to work out our own righteousness 
independently of Him, it is a miserable failure* 
If we tliink to call in the help of God to our 
own efforts, as an unskilful workman might 
take the finest tools, it will but end in dis* 
appointment. But, if we are led to feel our 
own weakness, and so to cast ourselves wholly 
upon God, to become His tools and His work- 
manship, then is our path plain, easy, and 
finally secure. 

In the last place, then, the conclusion of the 
text is to be drawn from the omnipotence of 
God. The very power of God is the guaranty 
of my final preservation. Look at the contrast 
—on one side, perfect weakness— on the other, 
infinite strength. Is it possible for that man 
to fiadl who casts his whole case upon the suf- 
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ficiency of Jehovah? Will He who doeth 
whatsoever pleaseth Him in heaven and in 
earth, who clothes the lilies of the field, and 
knows the iall of every sparrow, suffer His weak 
child to {perish? Now there is something in 
the very attribute of strength which inspires 
one with confidence. The strong are pro- 
tectors — and God, as being infinitely strong, is 
an unshaken friend to the helpless. He tells 
us so. ^* Let him take hold of my strength 
and make peace unth me." And again, 
*' Humble yourselves^ therefore^ under the 
mighty hand of Godf that He may exalt 
you in due time, casting all your care upon 
Him, for He carethfor you.^^ (1 Peter v. 6, 7.) 
We cannot spurn from us the helpless child 
that rushes to our knees. We may correct it, 
but we cannot forsake it And let us remem^ 
ber, that as nothing is more acceptable to God 
than this thorough dependence upon His arm, 
so nothing offends Him more than our trusting 
to ourselves or others. '^ Woe to them that go 
down to Egypt for help; hut they look not 
unto the Holy One qf Isra^l^ neither seek the 
Lord. Thus saith the Lord God; In return-^ 
ing and rest shaU ye be saved; in quietness and 
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in confidence shall be your strength^ " Their 
strength is to sit still." (Isaiah xxxi. 1 ; xxx. 15.) 
It is recorded, moreover, against Israel as a 
mark of their presumption, that they questioned 
His capacity to provide for their necessities. 
The seventy-eighth Psalm says of them that 
they " limited the Holy One of Israel^" shew- 
ing that it was a high crime in them ever to 
have doubted of His power, because it involved 
a suspicion against His goodness. The very 
strength of Jehovah, then, is another reason 
for the conclusion of the text, " Surely^ good- 
ness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life." And why ? Because it has followed 
me hitherto. Because I have the promises of 
God. Because I am utterly weak, and God 
is infinitely strong. These are grounds which 
cannot fail while God is true, and His strength 
alone is a sufficient reason for His not changing. 
But the Psalmist gives us one more subject 
of meditation in the resolution and trust which 
he expresses, and with which he concludes his 
song. It may be called both a resolution and 
a trust, because it is evidently intended to ex- 
press both these points. The resolution affirms 
that he vnll dwell in or turn to the house of the 
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Lord for ever. This is a valuable evidence of 
the direction and workings of a spiritual mind, 
in reference to religious exercises and devotion. 
The true believer does not hold lightly the 
precious ordinances of God's house, or the 
exercises of devotion. They are as generally 
necessary to his well-being as food and rai- 
ment to his body. Only they are not the 
grace, neither are they effectual as means of 
grace, but to him and such as believe with him. 
To the house of God, the place where he prin- 
cipally obtains these good things, and where 
God has always promised to meet him, he 
turns unceasingly. So great is his love for it, 
so frequent are his visits to it, that he promises 
to dwell therein. Do we understand this, then? 
Can we enter into the Psalmist's devout desires? 
Is the house of God to us a place consecrated, 
not only by the holy services that take place 
there, but by the mercies and joys which we 
have received there ? Are our visits to it cha- 
racterized by deep satisfaction ; not by the ex- 
citements of a fine sermon, or the feeling that 
we have discharged an obligation, but by the 
positive enjoyment of Divine comforts and il- 
luminations ? If this be not so, what is the 
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house of God to us? It is no more than any 
other house, albeit God is especially and by 
appointmeut in it; although it is the gate of 
heaven. Dear reader, there is a connexion 
between the Psalmist's resolution and trust, not 
only for him, but for us. These visits to the 
Lord's house, which he caDs dwelling therein^ 
are pronounced by him to be endless, for ever. 
And why? The gradation is easy from one 
to the other. What is heaven but the place 
where God's honour dwelleth, His great tem- 
ple, where there is no need of sun nor moon 
to light it ? What is it but the real everlasting 
Sabbath day which Christians are going to keep, 
and of which our earthly Sabbaths are images 
and preparations? The employments are the 
same, the worshippers are the same, the object 
of desire, joy, and adoration, is the same. How 
natural the transition : ^* I toill dwell in the 
house of the Lordr He might have stopped 
there, had he only intended to express his de* 
votional employments here, but he adds, "ybr 
evety^ and our thoughts are instantly carried to 
that place and that scene to which the soul 
of every real believer is turning with '* ardent 
pangs of strong desire." This is a fit conclu- 
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sion for this beautiful and invaluable psalm. 
We have followed the Psalmist in bis happy 
experience as a child of God through his whole 
career^ from the day in which he takes God for 
his portion, and Christ for his Shepherd^ to the 
assurance that he shall dwell in the eternal rest 
that remaineth for the people of God. There 
we may leave him. He is now enjoying not 
its fulness but its certainty. He has left this 
upon record to animate us to a similar con- 
fidence^ and to allure us to throw ourselves upon 
the sufficiency of a covenanted God, revealed to 
us in the person and offices of Jesus Christ. 
In conclusion, therefore, let me once more as- 
sure you, that the language we have been con- 
sidering is neither extravagant nor fanciful, nor 
are the experiences, of which it is the descrip- 
tion, a dream. In greater or less degree they 
are the proven circumstances and privileges of 
every sinner that has fled for refuge to the cross 
of Christ, and that has resolutely cast all his care 
upon an all-sufficient Saviour. It only remains 
for you to test their truth in your own case, re- 
membering this, that God, and God alone, is the 
portion of His people, and that they must seek no 
other ; that neither riches nor a great name nor 
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carnal pleasure contain Him ; and that, as His 
sheep shall never want, so they shall never miss 
the fold in which all that believe in His name 
will be finally gathered. For, after all, to what 
does religion bring us but this, that we are more 
secure of safety and sufficiency in walking by 
faith than by sight. This, in fact, is the sum 
of the whole matter, "only believe;" and 
whether it be Abraham or David, Paul or Peter, 
the testimony is every where and in all the same, 
namely, that, as soon as a man can trust God 
with his all, he may from that moment cast all 
his care upon Him, with the assurance — " I 

SHALL NOT WANT." 



THE END. 
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